MEDIEVAL CONCEPTION
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an attitude characterized by an authentic

religious sense determined by an image
of God as the totalizing horizon of every

human action
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es of medieval guil
as the way in which it combined
secular and religious activities in
the same social complex:

*the guild chantry
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asses for the dead

“the performances of pageants and
mystery plays on the great feasts

were no less a function of the
guild than
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ation of work and wages

e giving of assistance to fellow guild-me
in sickness or misfortune

¢ the right to participate in the government
of the city

FOR
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N THE LIFE OF THE CH
ND THE EXTENSION OF THE LITURG
INTO COMMON LIFE BY ART AND
PAGEANTRY THAT THE COMMUNITY-
LIFE OF THE MEDIEVAL CITY FOUND ITS
FULLEST EXPRESSION’(Christopher

Dawson, Religion and the Rise of Western
Culture)
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< THE CATH
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HEDRAL ,the unsurpassed symbol of
° unity
¢ fraternity
* equality

in which all converge :
friends and foes,
those near and far
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inite, ultimate ideal

to whose judgement they all feel
subject and

for which they all yearn
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LTURE IN WHICH GOD IS TRULY GOD?

IT MEANS THAT GOD IS A LIVING PRESENCE AND

HAS TO DO WITH EVERY ASPECT OF HUMAN LIFE
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e drought of March to the root,
eins are bathed in liquor of such power
s brings about the engendering of the flower,
5 When also Zephyrus with his sweet breath
Exhales an air in every grove and heath
Upon the tender shoots, and the young sun
His half-course in the sign of the Ram has run,
And the small fowl are making melody
10 That sleep away the night with open eye
(So nature pricks them and their heart engages)
Then people long to go on pilgrimages
And palmers long to seek the stranger strands
Of far-off saints, hallowed in sundry lands,
15 And specially, from every shire's end
Of England, down to Canterbury they wend
To seek the holy blissful martyr, quick

To give his help to them when they were sick. c chaucer The canterbury
Tales)
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siccita di Marzo alle radici, e tutte
sono bagnate nel liquore di un potere tale
genera i [iori

Quando anche Zeffiro con il suo dolce soffio
Esala una brezza in ogni bosco e brughiera

Sui teneri germogli, e il giovane sole

Ha compiuto il suo mezzo corso nel segno dell'Ariete,
Ed i piccoli uccelli stanno cantando una melodia

Che spazza via la notte con ['occhio aperto

(Cosi la natura li punge e stimola i loro cuori)

allora la gente desidera andare in pellegrinaggio

ed i palmieri desiderano cercare i lidi forestieri

dei santi lontani venerati in diversi posti,

e specialmente, al confine di ogni contea
dell'Inghilterra, giu verso Canterbury si dirigono

per cercare il santa beato martire, pronto

a dar loro il suo aiuto quando erano malati. .chaucer,The Canterbury Tales)
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