
ON THE ROAD 

Language and Exercises based on 
Bruce Springsteen's songs 
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The State of New Jersey 

- is named after the largest of the British Channel Islands; 

- was inhabited by Native Americans for nearly 3.000 years; 

- became a British territory in 1664. 

New 
Jersey 

Bruce Frederick Joseph  Springsteen, aka THE BOSS 

- born in Long Branch, New Jersey on September 23rd, 1949 

- married with Patti Scialfa 

- they have 3 children, Evan, Jessica and Sam. 
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New Jersey 

 “Liberty & Prosperity” 
  Capital City: Trenton 

     Borders: 

     North & East: State of NY 

     Southeast-South: the Atlantic Ocean 

     West: Pennsylvania 

     Southwest: State of Delaware 

NJ State Seal (1777):      

The horse head: speed and strength 

the helmet: sovereignty  

the three plows: the importance of agriculture 

Liberty: holding the liberty Cap  of patriots 

Ceres: the Roman goddess of grain 
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Let’s review… 
Fill in the blanks with the suitable element. 

 

The Boss was born in the State of __________ on 

__________. The State Motto is _________________. 

It is bordered on the ______________ by the State of 

NY, on the Southeast and South by ______________, on 

the West by ______________ and on the Southwest by 

______________. It became a British territory in 

____________. The two female figures in the State Seal 

represent ______________ and ______________. 
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KEYS 
Fill in the blanks with the suitable element. 
 

The Boss was born in the State of NEW JERSEY on 

September 23rd, 1949. The State Motto is Liberty & 

Prosperity. It is bordered on the North & East by the State 

Of NY, on the Southeast and South by the Atlantic Ocean, 

On the West by Pennsylvania and on the Southwest by 

State of Delaware. It became a British territory in 1664. The 

two female figures in the State Seal represent Liberty and 

Ceres. 
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Bruce Springsteen often sings 

about traveling by car. 
 

 

 

 
 

“I’m driving in my car, 
 I turn on the radio.”  
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Let’s speak… 

 

Why did people travel in the past? 

 

Why do people travel today? 

 

Can you remember any works in literature 
that refer to people who travel? 
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Why do Bruce’s characters travel? 
 Riding out tonight to case the promised land. 
 [Thunder Road]  

 

 It's a town full of losers, I'm pulling out of here to win. 
[Thunder Road]  

 

We only run for the money got no strings attached. 
[Racing in the Street]  

 

We gotta get out while we’re young `Cause tramps like 
us, baby we were born to run. [Born to Run]  

 

 I swear I'll drive all night just to buy you some shoes. 
[Drive All Night] 
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Let’s focus on grammar… 

How do you express purpose 

in English? 
 

 

 To case the promised land. 

 We only run for the money got. 
 

To + _____________ 

For + _____________ 
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Let’s practice… 

Fill in the blanks with the correct preposition. 

 I'm pulling out of here ____ win. 

 Well the cops finally busted Madame Marie ____ tellin' 
fortunes better than they do 

 We were born ____ run. 

 I'll drive all night just ____ buy you some shoes. 

 If we stay in, you say what are we living ____. 

 I’m riding tonight ____ see my sugar girl. 

 All of my prayers, gone ____ nothing. 

 The greasers get busted ____ trying to sleep on the 
beach all night. 
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KEYS 

Fill in the blanks with the correct preposition. 

 I'm pulling out of here TO win. 

 Well the cops finally busted Madame Marie FOR tellin' 
fortunes better than they do 

 We were born TO run. 

 I'll drive all night just TO buy you some shoes. 

 If we stay in, you say what are we living FOR. 

 I’m riding tonight TO see my sugar girl. 

 All of my prayers, gone FOR nothing. 

 The greasers get busted FOR trying to sleep on the beach 
all night. 
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THE CAR 

The Boss likes describing the cars 

his characters are driving. 
 

You can hear about: 

their brand & model 

their color & engine 

how fast, fashionable, new or old  they are. 
 

Read about a few of them in the following slide. 
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 I got a sixty-nine Chevy with a 396 fuelie heads and 
a hurst on the floor. 

 

 I met her on the strip three years ago in a Camaro with 

 this dude from L.A. 

 

 I drive a Challenger down Route 9. 

 

 I love you for your pink Cadillac crushed velvet seats 

 riding in the back oozing down the street. 

 

 The girls comb their hair in rearview mirrors. 
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Let’s learn some vocab… 

Match each phrase to the right picture in the next slide. 

 

 a sixty-nine Chevy  picture _____ 

 fuelie heads    picture _____ 

 a hurst on the floor  picture _____ 

 a Camaro    picture _____ 

 a Challenger   picture _____ 

 rearview mirrors   picture _____ 

 velvet seats   picture _____ 

 a pink Cadillac    picture _____ 
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1       2     

 
 

 

 3    4   5   
  

 

 

6     

 

    7    

       8    
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KEYS 

Match each phrase to the right picture in the next slide. 

 a sixty-nine Chevy  picture 1 

 fuelie heads    picture 5 

 a hurst on the floor  picture 6 

 a Camaro    picture 2 

 a Challenger   picture 3 

 rearview mirrors    picture 8 

 a pink Cadillac   picture 7 

 velvet seats   picture 4 
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STREET TYPES 

Bruce’s  stories deal with various types of streets. 

Here are a few examples: 
 

 Tonight tonight the highway's bright. 

 Hemi-powered drones scream down the boulevard. 

 It's about a mile down on the dark side of route 88. 

 We can make it if we run, oh Thunder Road. 

 I got my back to the wall Tenth Avenue freeze-out. 

DO YOU KNOW THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN THEM? 
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Let’s check 
your knowledge…  

Match each street type to the right definition. 

 

Highway Boulevard Avenue Route  Road 

___   ___    ___    ___  ___ 

1. Used in the names of streets in a town or city. 

2. A wide road in a town or city, often with trees along the 
sides. 

3. A wide main road that joins one town to another. 

4. A specially prepared hard surface for cars, buses, 
bicycles etc to travel on. 

5. Used to show the number of a main road in the US. 
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KEYS 

Match each street type to the right definition. 
 

Highway Boulevard Avenue Route  Road 

3   2   1   5  4 

1. Used in the names of streets in a town or city. 

2. A wide road in a town or city, often with trees along the 
sides. 

3. A wide main road that joins one town to another. 

4. A specially prepared hard surface for cars, buses, 
bicycles etc to travel on. 

5. Used to show the number of a main road in the US. 
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American English vs 
British English 

 

American and British English differ in 

grammar 

pronunciation  

spelling 

vocabulary 

Let’s focus on 

VOCABULARY. 
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Let’s compare AmE & BrE 
VOCABULARY ex. 1 

 

Are the following words American English (AmE) 

or  British English (BrE)? 

 

Sidewalk ____  Gas Station  ____ 

Vacation ____  Car Park  ____ 

Child  ____   Store   ____ 
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KEYS 

 

Are the following words American English (AmE) 

or  British English (BrE)? 

 

Sidewalk AmE   Gas Station  AmE  

Vacation  AmE   Car Park BrE  

Child  BrE   Store  AmE   
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Let’s compare AmE & BrE 
VOCABULARY ex. 2  

Fill in the blanks with the corresponding BrE word. 

The night is dark but the sidewalk's _________ bright. 

Tonight tonight the highway's _________ bright. 

She's waiting tonight down in the parking lot _________. 

Gotta find a gas station _________. 

My brain takes a vacation _________. 

She climbed into my truck _________. 

Me and Mary we met in high school _________. 

She put her kids to bed _________. 

Outside the Seven-Eleven store _________. 
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KEYS 

Fill in the blanks with the corresponding BrE word. 

The night is dark but the sidewalk's pavement bright. 

Tonight tonight the highway's motorway bright. 

She's waiting tonight down in the parking lot car park. 

Gotta find a gas station petrol station. 

My brain takes a vacation holiday. 

She climbed into my truck lorry. 

Me and Mary we met in high school secondary school. 

She put her kids to bed children. 

Outside the Seven-Eleven store shop. 
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THE END 

 

 
 

by Marta Ferrari 
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